Science at St. Louis Catholic Primary School

Welcome to another science newsletter!
We have had an exciting last term of the school year, including a Year 6 trip to St. Michael’s School to find out
about science at secondary school . Here are some examples of the children’s science and some science activities

that will hopefully inspire you to do more science at home too!
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7 Reception have been exploring lots of
| different things. They have tested which
material is best for a waterproof hat.
They have planted some potatoes and
will be digging them up soon. They have
also liked looking for minibeasts in our
garden area, naming them and being
very gentle with them when they were
holding them. _. . sk
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L.O : To identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants
including deciduous and evergreen trees.

WILD PLANTS: WHERE DID WE
FIND THEM?

Use this table to record the plants you find.

Wild plant Where did we find it?

Buttercup

Dandelion

This term Year 1 have continued
their work on ‘everyday materials.’
They have investigated the different
materials to test their properties.
They have also been ‘plant
detectives’ and have been learning
about lifecycles.
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Year 2 have built upon what
they learnt in Year 1 and
have been ‘apprentice
gardeners.” They have
investigated the best way to
plant a seed and if the size
of a seed affects the height
the plant will grow.




Year 3 have also built upon prior
knowledge to look at ‘how does your
garden grow. They have also been
| looking at light in the topic ‘can you

| see me” They have learnt about how
we see objects and the ways in which
different objects reflect different
amounts of light, including exploring
| shadows.

Year 4 have continued their work learning
about solids, liquids and gases through their
topic ‘in a state’. They have also learnt
about some of the positive and negative
ways that humans change the environment,
locally and globally, with a particular focus
on how this affects other living things in the
topic ‘human impact’.
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Year 5 have been looking at the ‘circle of life.” They have
compared and contrasted different life cycles, identifying
common features as well as explaining key differences.
They have used their knowledge of life cycles to help
them to create a fantastical creature of their own,
complete with its own distinct life cycle. They also learnt
about reproduction in plants and animals.
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MODEL FLOWER PLANNING GRID

Plan and sketch your model to explain the differences between male
and female flowers,
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Year 6 have developed their understanding
of electrical circuits and built on the work
from Year 4 in their topic ‘Danger! Low
voltage.’ They have also learnt about how
to keep their bodies healthy and how their
bodies might be damaged in the topic

‘body health.

;"“ lﬂ'{yb«y S theegh U Xfy‘/f Male flower Female flower
T Gt Whitth means cnge Parts to inciud Parts to Include
e Shy,; Ste lariy Papa cl:;ﬂud"/v‘. jop op ﬂ.(u ¢ e 0§ T ll |
'mﬁslumsj'mu "ﬂ“.\“"?“"‘rf‘/“"‘t
01. tale parts uui:gzm PN‘{: are :niu -]JN ‘*‘5’“‘-
@ - A. T Ladybe e finie e onther, _
\// \ 99 :‘&mj wifrw.a,& - The gilawent ic acfs The Sb(a‘e ock o & Sl

2 & lai: s 3 o5 o glem bo held eed  halis
Mch.;x take 3-5 daysro e Mﬁm wp » ;ﬁﬁ;’b‘f‘
% / T gellow peovder on // (_“Ff% eass om g f,

» Check these circuit diagrams to see if they work. ¢
» Will or won't it work? Explain why. Write your reasons in the space next to the

e Ifit won’t work, draw the correct circuit in your book.
e In your graup, construct three of the working circuits.

L5 - Do you know your circuit diagrams and can you construct working
circuits from them?

LO: To demonstrate how circuits can be represented in, and constructed from,
diagrams

Enquiry Skill: Comparative and fair testing

circuit
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K(ear 6 had the amazing Science Trips

opportunity to visit St. Michael’s
School to learn about secondary
school science lessons. The
children learnt about the
importance of safety in science
and were able to use various
elements to see what colour the
flame burnt on a Bunsen burner.
The teachers also demonstrated
other experiments with explosive
results. All of the children were
amazed at both of these!
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s Reception enjoyed a trip to Tring Zoological

o Museum where they saw lots of different
animals, including polar bears, sharks, tigers and
gorillas. They attended a workshop where they
learnt about the best habitat for a glis glis and
thought about which animals it would live with.
Some Reception children even built a Tring
Museum when they were back at school. ‘




Year 1 enjoyed a trip to
Waddesdon Manor where
they learnt about the life
cycles of different
minibeasts, plants and
animals. They also enjoyed
looking at the different
birds and plants that can
be found at Waddesdon
Manor.

Upcoming Science related events
Plastic free July - https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/
Perseid Meteor Shower (August) -
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/meteor-shower-lyrids-perseids-
geminids-leonids-
orionids.html#:~:text=Usually%200ne%200f%20the%20best,0f%20a%2
0Ograin%200f%20sand
National Aviation Day (August 19) Can you make your own paper
aeroplane?



https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/meteor-shower-lyrids-perseids-geminids-leonids-orionids.html#:~:text=Usually%20one%20of%20the%20best,of%20a%20grain%20of%20sand

SCIENCE FUN AT HOME

S‘EEN(E Have some fun at home with

SP ﬂ !&S these science activities from

% Sclence Sparks and the
‘_ Primary Sclence Teaching Trust

BEFORE YOU START! Flease read through this with an adult:

§ Make sure you have resd the IMPORTANT NOTICE on the back of this page.

£ If you have & space outside that you can use safely, then you can do the Try this
outdoors’ activity owtside. Don't worry if not as you could still do it indoors.

% Talk to your sdult sbout sharing the science you have done and if they want to

share on social media, please tag @SclenceSparks 21¢ @ pstt_wiyhow and use
# SclenceFromHome

LIQUID SCIENCE { Bisuions
¥ Timer or stopwatch
% Thick card, plastic or
wooden board to
.mmnsmoons-uouomcss s hass
Set up & ramp by leaning the card, plastic or wooden #  Different iquids, e.g.
board against the back of a chair. You might want to whole fiallk, oringe
cover it with white paper 5o you can see the liquids juice, chocolate
more clearly, and it is good idea to put & doth on the sauce, ketchup,
floar under the ramp. Put spoons of different iquids st cooking od, treacle
the top of the ramp and time how long they take to run #  Comflour
down to the bottom. Try to powr the same amount of % Plastic bow!
liguid down the ramp esch time, ¥ Wster and spoon

WHAT DO YOU NOTICE?
Things to talk about ...

Which bquid reaches the bottorn first? And last? What
do you notice about the Bquids that take the longest
or flow most slomly? What do you notice about the
liquids that flow most quickly? What happens when
you change the angle of the ramp — does this sffect
how quickly the liquids flow?

. TRY THIS OUTDOORS .. IS IT SOLID OR LIQUID?

This acthity can ks vary messy. it s s good dea to wear old dothss or an apron.

Punt 4 tabbespeans of cormflowr into & bowl. Graduslly add water, $2iring in 8 small amaunt

at & time, until you have made & very thick liquid. Mow you can explane what happens
when you o different things with i Stir it in the bowl with & spean e your hare, first

slinwty then quickly. Rell it inte & ball in your hand, snd see what happens when you stop

roding it Try dropping & bay inta the battam of & and then Ii'rurg_ut-up BEAIn.

WHAT DO YOU NOTICE?
Things to talk about ..

I5 it @asy or hard to st or roll it? How does mixing it very
vigarausly compane with stirring it showly? How hard i it
1o refniove abjects o the bottam of the Bowl?

WHAT IS THE SCIENCE?
A liquids hae & property krnown as visoosRy. Thit is 8 messine of how much the
fiquid resists changing shape. or Nowing A thin liquid like water has 8 low viscosity
and Raws easily. A thicker Bguid lie ketchug has & higher viscosity and sa faws
rrare slowly

Wihen you mix cornflour with water ard St it dowly, the particles of comfiowr and
wialer can rove around each ather easily 30 the midune wall fice. If you use a
sudden strenger fonce, e stirring quickly of hitting i, the particles of eomiflow
dhurnp together which s2aps it froem flowing, and this males @ bebeve le & solid
This kired of liguid i called a non-Nestonian liquid Sand mivsd with water is
another example. [T is easisr to fun acrods wet sand than it B scross dry 3and. But i
you stand still on wet Sand you will Start to sink.

@ MORE ACTIVITIES YOU COULD TRY

FUN WITH LIQUIDS - KITCHEMN SCIENCE ACTIVITIES e /uemeicusice co o Michus scerca/

WATERPROOFING EXPERIMENT
WHAT DISSOLYES IN WATER? 11
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Tha scdvtion am dmigned m b carried i by children werking with & parers, pusdian or other speecerisie st Tha
ksl vivwd bl fore i e e cairied oot walnly.

Why not try some of
these science
activities at home?
We would love to
see any photos from
any science related
activities you
complete at home.
You may even
appear in the next
newsletter! Please
email these to the
school office FAO
Science leader



