
Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading

Welcome



• What phonics is 
• An explanation of phonic terms
• The letter sounds and their pronunciation
• How we teach phonics
• The Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 
• The reading books
• How to make the most of your child’s reading record  
• How you can support your child at home
• How your child is being supported

What will we 

cover?



How many times have you 
already read today?



Phonics



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



• Phonics is an approach to teaching reading and writing skills.

• The ability to read and write well is an important skill for all children. This will 
pave the way for an enjoyable and successful school experience and future life.

• Phonics helps children to develop reading and spelling skills at an early stage,
e.g. cat can be sounded out for reading and spelling.

• There are 44 phonemes in the English language. 

What is phonics?



Terminology 
Phoneme

Split-digraph 

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph

Alien words

Sound buttons

Tricky words

Schwa

Decoding

Prosody

Comprehension



Definitions:

Phoneme

Smallest unit of sound in speech

E.g: the word speech has 4 
phonemes 
S-p-ee-ch



Definitions:

Grapheme

A written representation of a 
phoneme.  A phoneme may be 
represented by more than one 

letter in its written form



Definitions:

Digraph
Two letters representing one sound.

A consonant digraph contains 2 consonants, e.g.:  sh; 
ck; th; ll

A vowel digraph contains at least one vowel, e.g.:  ai; 
ee; ar; oy



Definitions:

Trigraph

Three letters representing one sound.
igh dge



Definitions:

Split-digraph

A digraph in which the two letters are not adjacent, i.e. have 
been split by a consonant – e.g. make

There are six split digraphs in English spelling: ‘a-e’, ‘e-e’, ‘i-e’, 
‘o-e’, ‘u-e’, ‘y-e’, as in make, scene, like, bone, cube, type.



Definitions:

Blend

Merging phonemes to build and 
pronounce a word. 



Definitions:

Segment

Breaking down a word into its phonemes to 
sound it out and/ or write it down. 



Definitions:

Schwa
The ‘uh’ sound sometimes added to a sound e.g. d-uh, 
b-uh, w-uh. When used incorrectly this can cause 
confusing when blending. 

Often used for short vowel sounds but should not be 
over pronounced e.g a, e, u. 



Definitions:

Alien words 

Alien words, nonsense words or pseudo words are 
letter sequences that follow phonetic rules and are 

pronounceable but have no meaning. E.g. Yif, dax and 
flet.



Definitions:

Tricky words 

Tricky words are usually words that early readers may 
struggle with. They may have unusual spellings or they 

may not follow the ordinary phonetic rules. E.g. the, 
people and could. 



Definitions:

Sound buttons

Sound buttons are small dots or lines that can appear under 
words to help children identify the sounds in words to 

support their reading. 



Segmenting Activity

• Using ‘sound buttons’ can you identify how many phonemes are in 
each word.

•chair

•laptop

•sings

•parking



•chair =    ch – air= 2 phonemes  

• laptop =   l – a – p – t – o – p= 6 phonemes

•sings =  s – i – ng – s= 4 phonemes

•parking =  p – ar – k – i – ng    = 5 phonemes



Definitions:

Decoding
Decoding is the process of segmenting and blending 

words to read. 



Definitions:

Prosody

Prosody is the ability to read with speed, accuracy, 
fluency and with expression.



Definitions:

Comprehension

Comprehension is the ability to understand what has 
been read. 



Letter sounds and their pronunciations 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

It is very important to pronounce sounds correctly as this 
supports blending.  



How do we teach phonics?

• We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised scheme. 

• Children in Reception and Year 1 have a phonics lesson every day. Monday-Thursday the children are taught a 
new sound and on Fridays they are given the opportunity to review the weeks learning. 

• Each phonics lesson has a clear aim and structure:
• -Revisit and review- we recap sounds or words that have been taught previously

-Teach- A new sound, words including the sound and a new tricky word are taught 

-Practise- the children practice the new sound and words by reading and writing them

-Apply- the children will apply their new learning by reading or writing the words individually and in                   
sentences



Teaching order 

The sounds are taught in a specific order. This starts in 
reception and the children build on their learning through 

their time in reception and Year 1. 



Teaching order 



Teaching order 



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



How we make learning stick 



What does a lesson look like? 



Reading and spelling 



shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Spelling



The Year 1 Phonics screening check



What is the Year 1 Phonics screening 
check

The Year 1 Phonics screening check is a 
national assessment in England. It is 

carried out in school by a familiar adult. 



The Year 1 Phonics Check

• The phonics screening check is in place to show how well your child 
can use their phonic skills. 

• The phonics screening check will take place in the week beginning 
10th June 2024. 

• Every Year 1 child in the country will take part in the phonics 
screening check. 

• The check consists of 40 words in total. 20 of these are real words 
and 20 words are alien words. Your child will need to read the 
nonsense words to show that they understand the phonic rules. The 
nonsense words will have a picture of an alien next to it to remind 
the children that it does not make sense.  

• The check will be carried out 1:1 with a teacher. 



The Year 1 Phonics Check

• Your child will be scored against the national standard.
• In previous years the ‘pass threshold’ has been 32. This means that 

children would have to read at least 32 out of 40 words correctly.
• You will be told how your child did.
• If your child’s score falls below the threshold they will be given extra 

support in phonics and they will be able to re-take the phonics 
screening check in Year 2. 



Take some time to look through some past 
screening booklets



How Your Child is Being Supported

• If your child needs further support they will receive targeted sessions to address the gaps in their 
learning. 

• This looks different depending on which year group your child is in. 

• Reception and Year 1- Once children have been assessed and gaps have been identified, children 
will be placed into small groups and they will complete ‘daily keep-up’ sessions. These sessions 
last for around 10-15 mins. Children are then re-assessed after 3 weeks to see if they need 
further ‘daily keep-up’ sessions. 

• Year 2 and 3- Children in year 2 and 3 who have been identified as needing further support with 
decoding, blending and fluency will be assessed and placed into small ‘rapid catch-up’ groups. 
These sessions last for around 20-30 mins. The content is covered at a faster pace. Children are 
then re-assessed after 4 weeks to see if they need further ‘rapid catch-up sessions’.

• Year 3 and beyond- Children in Year 3 and beyond who have been identified as needing further 
support with fluency and comprehension will have targeted 1:1 reading sessions. 



Reading



Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week 

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



Reading practice sessions are: 

• Decoding- children are shown key words that they will see in their books, words are given 
meaning. When reading children are encouraged to sound out the words in their books

• Prosody- children are shown the words that they read in the previous session. They are 
encouraged to read the words without sounding out. The staff member models reading with 
expression and children are encouraged to continue reading themselves using expression 
and without sounding out. 

• Comprehension- children are shown key words that they will see in their books, children are 
encouraged again to read the words and recall the meanings. Children are to read the book 
and then as a group answer questions using the text to support their answers.

How do we teach reading in books?



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading at home



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Books going home



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Reading Books and Reading Records
• Your child has been bringing home reading books matched to their current 

reading level. Children read their book three times a week in school and bring 
this book home on a Friday to celebrate their learning with you. 

• Your child keeps this book for a week to practise and consolidate their learning. 
This allows them time to improve their confidence, understanding and fluency.

• Please sign your child’ reading record every time that you read with them.  

• Please can you make sure that reading books and reading records are in school 
every day as they take part in group reading sessions and we will need to record 
this in their reading record.



Reading Books and Reading Records

• If your child is in Reception or Year1 they will 
have an orange reading record. 

• You will see that your child’s reading record is 
stamped and dated when they read with an 
adult in school. 

• When you read with your children please 
include the date, the title of the book and any 
additional comments. 

• Please make sure that you sign your child’s 
reading record and not them.



Reading Books and Reading Records

• If your child is in year 2, they will have a reading record that looks like this. 

• You will see that your child’s reading record is stamped and dated when they 
read with an adult in school. 

• When you read with your children please include the date, the title of the book 
and any additional comments. 

• There is a space at the bottom of the page for you to record any words that 
your child found tricky when reading, so that you can continue to practise at 
home. 

• After you have read with your child take the opportunity to ask them how 
much they enjoyed the book they read. They can give it a rating out of 5 stars.

• There are some helpful pages in the centre of the reading record. There are 
examples of questions that you can ask your child. This can also be helpful 
when you are reading other books e.g. Library books. 

• Please make sure that you sign your child’s reading record and not them.



Reading Books and Reading Records

• If your child is in year 3 or above, they will have a reading record that looks like 
this. 

• You will see that your child’s reading record is either stamped and dated or 
signed when they read with an adult in school. 

• When you read with your children please include the date, the title of the book 
and any additional comments. 

• There is a space at the bottom of the page for you to record any words that 
your child found tricky when reading, or any new vocabulary they came across 
in their book.

• After you have read with your child take the opportunity to ask them how 
much they enjoyed the book they read. They can give it a rating out of 10 and 
ask the child why they gave it that rating. 

• There are some helpful pages in the centre of the reading record. There are 
some helpful tips and questions to support them further in their reading.

• Please make sure that you sign your child’s reading record and not them.



Supporting at home



These videos are available for you to watch online.

Supporting your child with phonics

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


Supporting your child with phonics



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Join the library

• Explore a range of fiction and non-fiction books.

• Encourage interest in books- even those that your 
child could not read independently.

• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 
changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see

o Talk about the illustrations in the book

Read to your child



Useful websites: 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-

parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Children are made readers on the laps 

of their parents 
Emilie Buchwald



Thank you for coming

• I hope that you have found this presentation helpful

• I will be happy to answer any questions

• Your child's class teacher will let you know how your child is getting on 
with phonics or reading at parents evening. Don’t forget to check with 
them if you have any concerns


